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controversy came in a series of j 
interviews with the New York 
Times at his home in Middle- 
town, Conn., and with News- 
week magazine, prior to his 
[leaving on vacation— and prior 
to publication today of a portion 
of the book. 

Writing in the second install- 
ment of Look’s magazine’s 
serialization of the book, Man- 
chester tells of the hunting 
incident: 

, Eight days after his election 
' Kennedy visited the Johnson 
ranch in Texas and was invited 
to take part in a dawn hunt. 

To Kennedy, all killing was 
senseless, and he tried to de- 
cline. But Johnson, intent on 
showing his guest a good time, 


Haunted by Memory 
Kennedy “squinted down the 
barrel of a high-powered rifle 
into the face of the life he was 
about to take ... fired and 
quickly turned back to the car.” 
“Yet,” Manchester says, “he 
couldn’t rid himself of the 
recollection. The memory of the 
creature’s death had been 
haunting, and afterward, he had 
relived it with his wife, trying to 
heal the inner sear.” 

Early in the new administra- 
tion, Johnson had the deer’s 
head mounted and carried it 
under his arm to the President’s 
.office. Kennedy ordered the 
head put away and forgotten, 
Manchester says. 

But Johnson, Manchester 
, says, kept asking when the head 
was going up. Finally, it was 
hung in the Fish Room. 


j But despite the painful memo- 
ries it recalled, Kennedy still 
saw humor in the situation. 

, Adapting one of his favorite 
jokes, he used to tell friends: 
“The three most overrated 
things in the world are the state 
[ of Texas, the FBI and mounted 
deer heads,” Manchester says. 

, In the interviews, Manchester 
said Robert Kennedy “is sur- 
rounded by people who have 
hitched their wagon to his star.” 

. “They all thins in terms of 
another Kennedy administra- 
f ™ ” he said. 


Kennedy told Mrs. John F. Ken- 
nedy, then vacationing at Hyan- 
nis Port, Mass., about the pay- 
ments she “was concerned over 
the sum of money and what she 
felt was commercialization.” 
Manchester said that his 
agent predicted that his own 
share might be “in the area of 
$1.5 million.” After taxes and 
legal expenses, Manchester 
said, “I may come out with 
something in the range of $500,- 
nnn ” 


Denies Diatribe 

Manchester did not speculate 
on precisely how his book might 
affect Robert Kennedy. He de-, 
| rued that it was a diatribe 
against Johnson. 

He said that Theodore C. Sor- 
ensen, one of the Kennedy ad- 
visers, had advised Sen. Kenne-[ 
dy to file suit to block publica- 
tion of the book because of Ken- 
nedy’s own political future. Man- 
chester said he was told this 
by Kennedy. 

“It all finally comes down to 
the fact that Mr. Manchester i 
gave his word and then broke 
it,” Kennedy’s reply said. “No 
statement or interview, or de- 
scription of events, however 
dramatic, can alter that plain 
fact.” 


Manchester said 3,600 words 
were deleted from the 360, 000- 
I word book — one percent. He 
said he had a letter from Mrs. 
Kennedy asking for 27 deletions 
of material she considered too 
personal. 

“The first six I encountered 
n the galleys,” Manchester said, 

I ‘involved LBJ and had nothing 
to do with her or her children. 
My recollection is that 17 of the 
1 27 changes she asked for were 
made.” 

Mrs. Kennedy filed suit last 
December to block both the 
serialization of the book in Look\ 
magazine and publication of the ’ 
book next April on grounds thak 
Manchester had invaded he-- 
privacy in his use of her per- 
sonal recollections which she 
gave him in 10 hours of taped 
interviews. 


Sees $500,0000 Earnings 
Manchester said he Had no 
problems with the Kennedys 
until they learned Look maga- 
zine was paying him $665,000 for 
the serialization rights. 


I- 


Johnson “Was Strong’ 

, She eventually withdrew the 
suit after reaching agreements 
[with Look, and with Harper & 
j Row on modification of passages 
she considered too personal. 

Manchester said Mrs. Ken- 


Uo „ mancnester said Mrs. Ken- 

He said that when Sen. | nedy did not read the book until 


Manchester 
Answered on j 
Book Cuts 

NEW YORK (AP) - The first 
chapter of the book, “The Death 
of a President,” was killed 
at the insistence of advisers to 
the Kennedy family because it 
pictured President Johnson as 
“a man of violence,” a source: 
close to the family said today. 

The source made the state- 
ment as the controversy over; 
the book about the assassination! 
of President John F. Kennedy- 
flared anew after author Wil-; 
liam Manchester charged that j 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy wanted; 
to “shred and emasculate” the; 
book simply for political rea- 

Manchester was not immedi- 
ately available for comment on 
the countercharge made by the 
source close to the , Kennedy 
family. The author was reported! 
on an extended vacation at an ! 
undisclosed location. 

The Kennedy source said: 
“The whole first chapter was a 
deer hunting scene in Texas. It 
showed Johnson as a man of 
violence who loved to kill deer 
and would force others to do the 
same. 

Unfair Overtones 
“It seemed to set symbolic 
overtones which were unjust 
!and inaccurate. It seemed an 
attempt to make this (the chap-! 
ter) the symbolic framework for j 
the whole book, which was un-l 
just and disastrous. 

“It had nothing to do with the 
assassination since it occurred 
three years before the assassi- 
nation, right after the election 
of President Kennedy. It pic- 
tured President Kennedy as a 
man reluctant to do this (kill 
deer), a much more gentle 
figure.” 

It was learned that the Kenne- 1 
dy family and other persons 
close to the family felt so 
strongly about other passages 
which Manchester refused to 
discard that they insisted their 
names be deleted from the au- 
thor’s list of acknowledgments 
of persons he had contacted for 
vital information. This was 
done. 

Manchester’s views on the j 
See BOOK, Page A-8i 


after she filed the suit, but did 
sit up with an adviser, Richard 
N. Goodwin, until 5:30 a.m. one 
night to read it. 

In denying the book was anti- 
Johnson, the author said: 

“I think he behaved well. We 
were all slobs that afternoon. 
He was trying. He was strong, 
effective. I am distressed that 
there have been so many anti- 
Johnson stories attributed to the 
book. They are not true and 
not in the book at all.” 
Manchester said Goodwin 
“tried to emasculate the Look 
galleys.” / 

“At one point,” Manchester 
continued, “nearly 50 percent 
of_ the third installment was 
edited. It would have been un- 


printable. He was editing large- 
ly for political reasons— mate- 
rial about Bobby and Johnson.” 
The Times said Manchester 
wrote to Mrs. Kennedy that he 
had tried to purge himself of 
political and personal preju- 
dices while he wrote the book. 

“Although I tried desperately 
to suppress my bias against a 
certain eminent statesman who 
always reminded me of some- 
one in a grade D movie of the 
late show,” he wrote, “the prej- 
udice showed through. This 
was cheap of me, but I suppose 
there is a little meanness in 
all of us.” 

He did not name the “emi- 
nent statesman.” 

Goodwin, an aide to the late 
President and Mrs. Kennedy’s 


top adviser on the book, issued 
a statement in San Francisco 
last night saying in part: 

“Mr. Manchester’s account 
bears no relationship to the 
actual course of discussion and 
controversy surrounding his 
book. Reading it, one is struck 
by the enormous difficulty of 
answering statements made in 
complete disregard of the. 
truth.” 

Goodwin said that when Man- 
chester delivered his manu- 
script in March 1965, “the pub- 
lishers wrote representatives of 
the Kennedy family that the 
book is ‘in part tasteless and 
gratuitously insulting to Presi- 
dent Johnson and, for that mat- 
ter, to the memory of the late 
President Kennedy.” 



